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Chapter News

WANTED: EDITOR

Some of you folks may have heard, | am retiring from the editor’s
position in the near future. Unfortunately my job situation will take
me out of the Florida area for awhile.

This is not a difficult job. Please contact me or Phil Cross ASAP. |
can get you up and running fairly quickly.

June Birthdays

Bill Cogswell

MAY MUSEUM REPORT
By Ken Murdock

We had another very productive workday at the museum on
Saturday, May 23, 2009 with 7 members participating. Phil Cross
and Allen Quinn arrived early and worked around the outside
pulling weeds and trimming the potted plant out front. Phil brought
his blower and blew off all of the walks around the building. They
also reinstalled a section of lattice that conceals the crawl space
under the Roper Building. It had been knocked loose by vandals or
vagrants. Phil then moved inside and got involved in some heavy
duty cleaning with his shop vac. Irv Lipscomb pitched in and
cleaned all of the glass on the showcases, cleaned the glass on
framed pictures and vacuumed. The place is really looks good but
with the number of visitors that we are having, it doesn’t last long.

Allen also moved inside and worked in the new chapter office,
caulking the joints in the beaded ceiling boards. This helps the
appearance and, most importantly, stops dust from coming through
from the overhead. Allen finished about %4 of the ceiling and will
finish up at the next workday. Jim Shoemaker reinstalled a
showcase light fixture that Al Sharp had rewired at home before he
left for North Carolina. Jim and | replaced the fluorescent lamps
and starters in 3 other showcases and Phil replaced a flood light in
another showcase. We now have all showcase lights working for
the first time in more than a year!

| worked on the model railroad and placed a new locomotive in
service on the upper track. We now have two trains running on the
layout again. | also bought another new locomotive as a backup.
Jerry Honetor spent the day working in the library. Jerry has a new
software program which he is using to inventory all items in the
library. He said that it is working very well. Clarence Hurt arrived
early, almost an hour before lunch! That was a real mistake
because he got the job of cleaning the restroom. We finally found
Clarence’s hidden skill. It really sparkles in there now! Speaking of
lunch, we all went to Harry & Larry’s Barbeque for lunch. It's a new
place on Plant Street and it was quite good. Thanks to each of you
for making this another successful museum workday!

Missing Flatwheels

Phil Cross is trying to complete the collection of Flatwheels. If you
have any of the following issues please contact Phil.

1977 — May, July, August, September, October and December.
1978 — | need all months.

1979 — January, April, May, July, August, September, October,
November and December.

1981 — October and December (it is possible that these 2 months
were not published — | haven't been able to confirm).

2002 — May June, July, August, September, October and
December.

CENTRAL FLORIDA CHAPTER, NRHS
Combined Board & Regular Meeting Minutes

May 11, 2009

The Meeting was called to order at 7:05pm by President Phil
Cross.

Chapter Chaplin David Rhea led the members and guests in prayer
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

The following Board of Directors was present: Phil Cross, Bill
Dusenbury, Clarence Hurt, Jerry Honetor, Irv Lipscomb, Ken
Murdock, and David Rhea.

Recognition of Visitors — Phil Cross
Mr. Mark Van Hala — Operation Life Saver, Orange
County Government

Recognition of Members/Friends Concerns — Phil Cros s
Recognition of Bob Shelly’s passing. We need to add him
to the deceased member's plaque.

Approval of the April 2009 Combined Board & Regular
Minutes — Phil Cross
David Rhea made a motion that the Minutes of the April
2009 Combined Board & Regular Meeting be approved as
printed in “The Flatwheel”. The motion was seconded by
Ken Murdock and was accepted unanimously.

Meeting

Treasurer’'s Report — David Rhea
Summarized the Treasurer’'s Report for the month of April
2009.

Discussed request for $350.00 for reimbursement for
travel to the NRHS Board Meeting. It was decided to
reimburse this time.

Irv Lipscomb made a motion that the Chapter authorizes
reimbursement to the National Director for one national
meeting per year. The Chapter shall reimburse Chuck



Ansell $300.00 for the Meeting he has already attended.
The motion was seconded by Ken Murdock and was
accepted unanimously.

Assistant Treasurer — Jerry Honetor

Nothing to report.

Vice President of Membership & Programs Report — Ph il Cross
for Thomas East

Membership Status Report:

Most members have renewed their membership. Thomas
East suggested that the Chapter pay Kim Fallon’s national
dues.

Ken Murdock made a motion that the Chapter pays Kim
Fallon’s dues for this year if he remains as editor with his
permission. David rhea seconded the motion and it was
unanimously accepted.

Chapter Events & Field Trips:
Phil Cross is working on a trip to Wes Coscia’s to view his
collection of railroad equipment and artifacts.

Monthly Programs:
Chapter member Kevin Sweat will do a presentation on
Operation Lifesaver for May 2009 program.

Library Committee Report — Jerry Honetor

He has installed library software on the Chapter's
computer and it seems to be very user friendly.

Vice President of Education Report — Irv Lipscomb

Museum Host Schedule for May & June 2009:
The host schedule is completed for May 2009.

Looking for hosts to complete the schedule for June 2009.

Museum Curator’'s Report — Ken Murdock

Chapter members had 159 volunteer hours for the month
of April 2009. They have donated 659.25 volunteer hours
to date for the year 2009.

He has received a request from an elementary school for
a conductor in uniform.

Kevin Sweat presented the chapter with a 6H brake valve
off of the Inland Lakes Railway NW-2. The brake valve
was donated by Mark Greyhill.

The next museum work session will be held on May 23,
20009.

Secretary’s Report — Bill Dusenbury

Nothing to report.

Assistant Secretary's Report — Clarence Hurt

Nothing to report.

Website Master's Report — Jeff Dearmin

Nothing to report.

National Director’'s Report — Chuck Ansell

Absent

Historian Report — Phil Cross

Missing “Flatwheel” list — continuing to search for the
missing “Flatwheels”.

Chapter Activities Report — Continuing to update the
document as time permits. 2007-2009 complete.

Tavares & Gulf Railroad DVD — The master DVD has
been delivered to a professional in Winter Garden for
finishing...to be paid for by an anonymous donor.
Progress has been slow, but we hope to pick up speed on
this project.

President’s Report — Phil Cross
- Annual Bloom & Grow “Spring Fever in the Garden event
report — The event was held on April 18" & 19" and drew
between 200-225 visitors to the museum. We had eleven
(11) Chapter members donate their time hosting the
museum over the two day event.

Thank you note from Sue Crabtree

Annual WGHF Museums Board Golf Tournament Report
— The event was held on May 11, 2009 and Chapter
member Irv Lipscomb volunteered for the event.

April 2009 Museum Report — 729 visitors for April 2009
and 2,919 visitors to date for the year 2009. 153 volunteer
hours for the month of April 2009 and 659.25 volunteer
hours to date for the year 2009.

Appointment of members for 2009 Committees — We are
looking for volunteers to serve on the Membership and
Program Committees.

Flatwheel Editor — We are looking for a new editor for the
Flatwheel.

Association of Railway Museums application for
membership — Ken Murdock will investigate and report
back to the Board of Directors.

Train Festival 2009 — Owosso, Ml — showed brochure on
festival to be held July 24 through July 26, 2009.

FCRR Update from Bill Dusenbury
No news to report.

Inland Lakes Railway Update from Neil Bagaus
The NW-2 has been painted and is up and running.

The Polar Express trains will operate in November and
December 2009.

Memorial Day Ramble will operate on May 25, 2009 from
Eustis, FL to Orlando, FL and return.

Items from the Membership
None

Refreshments

The refreshments for tonight's Meeting are provided by
Chuck Hanus.

David Rhea made a motion that the Meeting be adjourned. The
motion was seconded by Jerry Honetor and was accepted
unanimously. The Meeting was adjourned at 8:03pm.

Respectfully submitted,
William C. Dusenbury
Secretary



THE HISTORY of RAILROAD RAMBLES
By Ken Murdock, Phil Cross and Bill Cogswell

Railroad Rambles have been provided on the Inland Lakes
Railroad on selected holidays for several years now from Eustis to
Orlando round trip. The concept is to provide a full day of
enjoyable, relaxing train riding, just for fun, at a leisurely pace on
tracks where passenger service is no longer provided. The concept
is not a new idea. It is an old idea that has been brought back to
life by the Inland Lakes Railway after Neil Bagaus saw a program
on past rambles given at one of our chapter meetings.

The first Railroad Ramble began on October 25, 1962 in Orlando
when two WDBO Television Station (Channel 6) employees had
the idea to sponsor such a trip. These men, Bill Berry and Gene
Gaudette, both rail buffs, were in perfect positions to promote the
event. Mr. Berry had a weekly 30 minute television show that
featured things of local interest. They approached the Atlantic
Coast Line Railroad’s (ACL) staff in Orlando with the concept and
after passing it through ACL headquarters in Jacksonville, it was
accepted. Tickets were sold at the ACL City Ticket Office at 76
West Church Street in downtown Orlando, now known as Church
Street Station. The first ramble went from Orlando to Leesburg via
Sanford, Mt. Dora, Tavares, Eustis, and Umatilla (backing to
Umatilla from Ft. Mason) and then back. The first trip was sold out
with over 850 passengers and 18 cars with 3 locomotives.
Hundreds more wanted tickets to no avail.

Caboose and coach switched at Sanford for ramble train to
Leesburg, October 1964. Cogswell photo

The first trip was so successful that 13 more rambles followed
through 1969 and all were sold out, sometimes weeks or even
months in advance. The train consisted of any extra coaches that
could be rounded up that weren’t being used on mainline
passenger trains. The consist was often made up of a mixture of
lightweight and heavyweight cars. A baggage car was added at
mid-train for snacks, sandwiches and refreshments. The
concession was operated by the Mid-Florida Women'’s Traffic Club
to raise money for their annual FSU scholarship award. A dining
car wasn't provided. The passengers could buy sandwiches in the
concession car or pack a picnic basket. The train would stop at a
park where passengers could de-board and have a picnic. On at
least one such occasion the train stopped in Eustis where the
passengers picnicked in the park on the shores of Lake Eustis
where today’s Inland Lakes’ passengers now board their train.

The trains would vary from 10 to 18 cars and could carry 500 to
850 passengers. The locomotives were ACL streamlined E units or
FP-7's, the same as those used on their mainline passenger trains.

The trains traveled over a number of “then existing” ACL branch
lines throughout Central Florida. Other ramble routes included
Orlando to Trilby via Sanford, Winter Garden, Clermont and then to
Lakeland and back to Orlando; Sanford to Arcadia via Winter Park,
Orlando, Kissimmee and Haines City; Sanford to Busch Gardens in
Tampa via Winter Park and Orlando; Sanford to Rainbow Springs
via Winter Park, Orlando, Kissimmee, Lakeland, Trilboy and
Dunnellon; and Orlando to Oviedo and back and then to Tavares
via Apopka. Some of the earlier rambles included a bright red
caboose on the end. Passengers were allowed to ride in the
caboose and even in the cupola.

ACL E6 with ramble train on the Busch Gardens private spur, April
26, 1964. Richeson photo

The Busch Gardens ramble was a very popular trip, according to
the ACL, and it was repeated at least two more times. The first time
was April 26, 1964 and then again on October 22, 1966 and
October 4, 1969. These trips were unusual for rambles since they
were mostly mainline high speed running rather than on branch
lines. The fare for the 1964 trip was $7.05 from Sanford, $6.15
from Winter Park and $5.90 from Orlando. The train departed
Sanford at 8:30 AM and arrived in Busch Gardens at 12:15 PM. It
departed Busch Gardens at 3:00 PM and arrived back at Sanford
at 6:15 PM. Passengers weren't allowed to bring any food into
Busch Gardens so as to protect the exotic birds that were on
special diets. Consequently, the passengers were required to eat
their lunches on the train before it entered the private spur to the
gardens. The train stopped on the Hillsboro pass track (SAL
trackage) at 11:20 AM for about 30 minutes for passengers to eat.

The Seaboard Air Line Railroad (SAL) rails never saw any rambles
except when the ACL had to access their rails in Tampa for about
10 miles to reach Busch Gardens. The ACL and the SAL merged
on July 1, 1967 to form the Seaboard Coast Line (SCL) and things
began to change. On Sunday, October 22, 1967 the 12th ramble,
the first on the SCL and the first on ex-SAL tracks, took place. The
ramble train departed Orlando at 9:30 A.M. for Oviedo, winding
around the many lakes in Orlando and Winter Park and through the
campus of Rollins College on the ex-SAL Lake Charm branch
known locally as the “Dinky Line”. The power for the ten car train
was a pair of ex-Seaboard Air Line Alco RS-3's road switchers.



Today the tracks are gone from Orlando to Oviedo and part of the
old right-of-way is now the Cady Way Trail.

Ex-SAL RS-3’s lettered for the new SCL make a stop in Apopka on
the 12" Railroad Ramble. Cogswell photo

Upon returning to Orlando the ramble train then ventured out on
the old SAL Wildwood line as far as Tavares. The train was then
reversed at Tavares for the return trip to Orlando's former ACL
Sligh Boulevard station. It made a special stop in Apopka, the
"House Plant Capital of the World", where the passengers were
greeted by Mayor John Land and the Apopka High School band.
Mayor Land is still the mayor of Apopka and is the longest serving
mayor in the U. S., coming up on 57 years this year. While the
band played the passengers were each given a souvenir house
plant. Chapter member Bill Cogswell was there to photograph the
train. The train was sold out with 587 paid fares and 600 more who
were disappointed because they couldn't get tickets. Three TV
cameras and one newspaper camera were on board to film the
event. SCL staff on board to assist the passengers included J.H.
Borneman, division passenger agent; G.T. Skipper, district
passenger agent; H.L. Smith, traveling agent; and W. Lee Smith,
city ticket agent. The train returned to Orlando at 4:45 PM after
covering about 100 miles that day. It is still talked about by many
who rode including chapter member Dave Peterson.

Locomotives make a run-around in Tavares for return of 12" RR
Ramble to Orlando. Cogswell photo

The 14" and last ramble operated by the Seaboard Coast Line RR
was on October 4, 1969 from Sanford to Tampa's Busch
Gardens. This was a repeat of the ACL rambles to Busch Gardens.
Chapter member Bill Cogswell was on that trip. Bill said the train
left the ex-ACL mainline at the north end of Uceta Yard in Tampa,

using the connecting track to the ex-SAL Yoeman Yard, thus
reaching the ex-SAL mainline to Gary. At Gary the ramble train
entered the old Tampa Northern tracks (SAL), crossing the ex-ACL
mainline at TN Tower where it then continued for 7 or 8 miles north
to the Hillsboro pass track which connected to the Busch Gardens
spur. Again, the passengers ate on the train before it proceeded
into the gardens’. The train then entered the Busch Gardens
property on the private spur that served the brewery where the
passengers de-boarded to visit the park. The earlier ACL rambles
used these same SAL tracks to reach Busch Gardens. Bill said it
was a great trip, especially when was he was in the first coach
behind two freshly painted E-7's and the lead locomotive was an
ex-SAL unit equipped with a "Hancock" air whistle! Bill rode eight of
the rambles. Other chapter members including Al Sharp and John
Richeson rode one or more of the rambles. Phil Cross rode all but
3 and Phil's father rode all of them!! Now that's hardcore
railfanning!!

I'm attempting to document all 14 of the ACL and SCL Railroad
Rambles with dates and destinations with routes. | need data on
ramble #3, 8, 9and 10. If anyone has any data on any of these
such as Souvenir Tickets, | would appreciate hearing from you.
Thanks, Ken Murdock

Flatwheel
Delivery of the Flatwheel by email in PDF format is available. If you
wish to signup, please send me an email or talk to me at the
meeting.

I'm always looking for reader articles and photos. Did you do any
rail fanning on your vacation? Tell us about it! When giving me
photos etc., please put you name on them so | can return them
promptly.

Other RR News

Worlds Largest Model Railroad Layout

Wow! These folks have a lot of free time on their hands. This is a
commercial layout in Hamburg Germany. The web site is
http://www.miniatur-wunderland.com/exhibit/

There are different sections of statistics etc. Check out the videos
(also available on Youtube, search for “wonderland” ).

Note: The remainder of the articles are from the Tampa Bay
Chapter NRHS, The Orderboard.

Colorado Railcar Mfg. Ceases Operation

Colorado Railcar Manufacturing, LLC will release all its
employees Dec. 31, after having “ceased its business
operations” on Dec. 23, according to a statement posted on
the company’s website. The Colorado-based company had
been seen by some as a potential leader in rejuvenating
U.S. passenger railcar manufacturing, as it sought to extend
its initial manufacturing capabilities in producing luxury rail
passenger equipment for specialty markets. Sever- al U.S.
transit properties tested the company’s diesel multiple-unit
(DMU) equipment options, but actual purchases were
limited.



Grade vs. Curvature

Most are familiar with the term “grade” as a measure of the
rise and fall of track elevation in a vertical direction. Grade,
which is measured in percentage, is determined by dividing
that vertical change in feet be 100 horizontal feet. During the
early construction of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad through
the Allegheny Mountains, it was determined that the
maximum economical grade was about 2.2 percent for steel
wheels on steel rails. Although this parameter has been
exceeded many times, the 2.2 percent level was used as a
standard in the post-Civii War building of  the
transcontinental railroad.

On the other hand, the measure of track curvature may be
more difficult to understand. Since the railroad steel wheels
are fixed to their rotating axles and the wheel sets are
mostly locked into their frame or truck centers, a given
amount of slippage can be expected as the curve gets
sharper. This sharpness is measured by the angle in
“degrees” subtended by the horizontal deviation in a
distance of 100 feet from a projected tangent centerline.
This projection, accomplished with a surveyor’s transit, is
necessary because it is impractical to directly measure the
radius of the curvature. Very sharp curves were employed
by metropolitan "street” track age that were limited by
truck axle centers and freight car lengths, but freight
alignments of 10 degrees, which have a radius of 573 feet
limits train operating speed to about 30 miles an hour. The
need for high passenger train velocity produced curvatures
of much less than one degree. These large curves found
applications in the super high speed trains in France and
Japan where minimum radii were held to 4000 meters or
about 2 Y2 miles. These straighter alignments permitted the
track gauge to be narrowed by over 1/8” which reduced
lateral motion and improved ride. But even these larger radii
presented enough of a problem in passenger comfort to
force straighter alignments even at the expense of tunneling,
long viaducts, or steep grades that required high
horsepower propulsion. These newer 16 car trains consume
about 16,000 horsepower to drive these arrays at the 186
miles per hour level. Lou Robl's History Committee Report,
The Interchange

From Ice Blocks to Satellite Technology

New refrigerator boxcars are built with energy efficient
cooling systems, GPS tracking, fresh air exchange and the
ability to monitor the systems, sometimes from thousands
of miles away on a computer. Prior to the westward railroad
expansion the 1800s, agriculture producers saw markets
opening for their dairy products, fruits, vegetables and
meats. No longer localized, their markets expanded. The
first patented refrigerator car was built in 1867. Air, forced
over blocks of ice in large compartments at each end of the
rail car, kept the perishable commodity cool. For the day,
this ice-"refrigeration unit” was state-of-the-art. Ice to fill the
rail cars was naturally harvested from lakes and ponds. The
ice cakes were stored in insulated buildings next to the
tracks.. Union Pacific constructed huge, long wooden ice
houses along its main lines in the late 1800s to provide ice

needed to constantly fill the refrigerated boxcars as they
made their way across the country. Moving fresh meat from
Kansas City to Los Angeles or strawberries from Los
Angeles to Chicago required ice and a lot of it. America was
hungry for fresh food, and the country’'s demand for fresh
meats, fruits and vegetables was growing by leaps and
bounds. In response, the Southern Pacific and Union Pacific
formed the Pacific Fruit Express Company in 1906. In the
1950s, railroads continued to be the transportation mode of
choice for fresh fruits and vegetables. But by the 60s, aging
refrigerated boxcar fleets combined with the completion of
the Interstate highway system prompted agricultural
producers to shift their sensitive shipments to truck.

In the mid-1990s, partially as a result of rising fuel costs,
but largely the result of better service, the railroads
began seeing resurgence in perishable food transportation.
Once again rail had become an attractive mode of
transportation for perishable food items. And with the revival
came a redesign for rail cars to handle larger loads and
refrigerated units that became more energy efficient. The
new reefers can carry more than 50 percent more
product than their predecessors. A 64-foot rail car carries as
much as four over-the-road trailers. The refrigeration units
used in both new and refurbished car are state-of-the-art
and energy efficient. They use the latest technology, such
as global positioning satellite monitoring, not only to track
rail cars’ trip progress but also to check temperature, fresh-
are exchange and diagnostics. Fresh-air exchange is an
important feature for commodities such as onions that
require fresh-air circulation. Temperature variance with the
new units is as little as minus two degrees. Refrigerated
boxcars also are used to ship frozen commodities, such
as French fries, meat, poultry and dairy products. The
rail service that forever changed diets across the United
States has evolved over the years to efficiently transport
fresh fruits, vegetable, dairy products and meat cross-
country.

Union Pacific via Midwest Rail Scene Report

Moodna Viaduct

The Erie Railroad built the Moodna Viaduct a century ago;
it opened in 1909 as part of a low-grade freight route
for freight between northern New Jersey and Binghamton,
NY. At its highest point, the 3,200-foot-long viaduct stands
193 feet above the valley below, carrying Metro-North's
Port Jervis Line through the Schunemunk Mountains.
Currently it hosts 25 commuter trains a day, plus some
Norfolk Southern local freights. NS owns the line, but leases
it to Metro-North whose trains run between Port Jervis, NY
and Hoboken Terminal in New Jersey. Recently prospective
contractors toured the viaduct in advance of $21 million of
work that commuter agency MTA Metro-North plans for the
bridge starting this fall. Repairs include fixing deteriorating
concrete piers, expansion joints, column anchor rods, girder
connections, gusset plates, and bolts. None of this work will
affect rush-hour train service. The agency has already
replaced 44 miles of tack and 81,000 ties on the line, in
addition to upgrading signals and repairing some bridges.
The Salisbury Points via The 470 Railroad Club
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The Museum: is located in downtown
Winter Garden at 101 South Boyd Street,
Winter Garden, FL 34787

It is open to visitors on Daily 1-5 PM,
excluding holidays, or by special
arrangements.

The Central Florida Chapter of the NRHS
meets on the 2™ Monday of each month at 7:30
PM at the museum location. Guests and visitors
are encouraged to attend. The executive board
meets at 6:30 PM of the same evening unless
otherwise announced.

Club correspondence and other materials for the
club should be sent to:

CFC-NRHS
PO Box 770567
Winter Garden, FL 34777-0567

Web page: http://www.cfcnrhs.org

Flatwheel- Material for the Flatwheel (including
exchange newsletters) should be sent to:

The Flatwheel

Kim Fallon, Editor
1354 Foxfire Drive
Apopka, FL 32712
407-884-5342 (home)

Email: WB2GRX@cfl.rr.com




