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February 2009 No. 2 
Meeting - Monday February 9th 6:30 PM 

 
Chapter News 

 
JANUARY MUSEUM REPORT 

Ken Murdock, Curator  
 
January was an active month for the chapter. On Saturday the 17th we 
had a table at the Train Show which was part of the Railroad Days in 
Tavares. The event which also featured train rides with a train robbery 
every hour on the hour, a classic car show on Main Street, the Model 
A club show in Wooten Park, horse drawn wagon rides, an art show 
and post card show in City Hall, featuring chapter members Dan 
Crusie and Clayton Bishop respectively. The event was sponsored by 
chapter member Neil Bagaus of the Inland Lakes Railroad.  
 
Chapter members Phil Cross, Al Sharp, Roger Wilson, Jason Tursyn 
and I took turns manning the chapter table. Our display included 3 
large posters promoting the museum and chapter, 2 computers 
showing historic photos and chapter info slides, the Z gauge brief case 
model railroad layout and several items to sell. As usual, the Z gauge 
layout attracted the most attention. The last report that I got from Neil 
Bagaus was that over 350 people came through the door, so we 
received some very good exposure. We also made contact with 
several people with the Tavares Historical Society and will be meeting 
with them in the near future to copy some historic railroad photos from 
their collection. Thanks Neil for a railfun day!! 
 
Saturday, January 24th was our monthly museum workday. Again, we 
had an outstanding turnout with 9 members participating. Phil Cross 
started the laborious job of cleaning the depot windows and screens. 
Phil encountered paint overspray on all of the glass and had to scrape 
everything with a razor blade first. Al Sharp and Clarence Hurt worked 
on installing a light kit on the ceiling fan in the new office and then they 
finished the re-inventory of the Root collection. Allen Quinn patched 
the deck above the new office where a hole was cut in it to install the 
ceiling fan. He then lowered the wood platform on the caboose steps 
to make all of the step risers equal in height. This was a safety 
concern. Lloyd Brown re-treated the caboose for dry-wood termites, 
spot cleaned the museum carpet and helped Allen with the caboose 
steps. Jerry Honetor worked in the library, finishing the inventory of the 
Rapalje donation. Mike Ryan painted the door frame at the museum 
front entrance, painted the window frames on the new office and then 
helped Jerry in the Library. I worked on the model railroad layout and 
worked on museum displays. Jeff Dearmin came out after lunch and 
set up the new chapter laptop and checked it out to make sure 
everything was working properly. 
 
We invited Bob Montgomery to join us for lunch prior to going over to 
his place to see what he wanted to donate to the chapter. Clarence 
bought Bob’s lunch to show our appreciation for everything that Bob 
has done for the chapter. Clarence, Lloyd and I went over to Bob’s 
place after lunch and picked up his donation. It consisted of many 
parts and pieces that he collected over the years of model railroad 
scratch building, several locomotives and cars that I hope to fix and 
use on the museum layout, several small power packs, a test track for 
HO and N gauge and a lot of miscellaneous items. I brought the entire 
donation home to sort through it to see what we should keep, what is 
repairable and what should be offered to our members or sold. Irv 
Lipscomb came out and joined us for lunch before hosting the 

museum in the afternoon. Thanks to each of you who came out and 
pitched in and made this another successful workday.  
 
On Wednesday, the 28th, Denise arrived to open the museum and 
noticed that the baggage wagon had been tampered with by vandals. 
The clamp that was bolted to the deck had been pried loose and the 
cart had been moved. I checked my e-mail late that day and found her 
message to me concerning this incident. I immediately e-mailed David 
Rhea to see if he could go over the next day and re-secure it. David’s 
response was, “he would go that night and re-secure it”. While there, 
the police came by and inquired as to what he was doing. No, David 
didn’t get arrested! David explained to the police what had happened 
and filed a police report at that time. David, thank you very much for 
your willingness to go and especially for your quick response. 
 

February Birthdays  
Ken Murdock 
David Peterson 
David Rhea 
 
 

CENTRAL FLORIDA CHAPTER, NRHS 
 

Combined Board & Regular Meeting Minutes 
 

January 12, 2009 
 
The Meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by President Phil Cross. 
 
Chapter Chaplin David Rhea led the group in prayer followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The following Board members were present: Chuck Ansell, Phil Cross, 
Bill Dusenbury, Thomas East, Jerry Honetor, Clarence Hurt, Irv 
Lipscomb, Ken Murdock, and David Rhea. 
 
Recognition of Visitors – Phil Cross 

·  Haskell Williams 
 
Recognition of Members/Friends Concerns – Phil Cross 

·  Skip and Fran Penny will be relocating to Texas on January 
26, 2009. 

 
Approval of December 2008 Combined Board & Regular Meeting 
Minutes – Phil Cross  

·  David Rhea made a motion to accept the Minutes of the 
December 2008 combined Board & Regular Meeting as 
printed in the “FLATWHEEL”. The motion was seconded by 
Chuck Ansell and the motion was unanimously accepted. 

 
Treasurer’s Report – David Rhea 

·  David Rhea summarized the income and expenses for the 
month of December 2008. Bill Dusenbury made a motion to 
accept the Treasurer’s Report with Chuck Ansell seconding 
the motion. The motion was unanimously accepted. 

·  David Rhea summarized the Chapter’s 2009 Budget and said 
to see him if anyone had any questions. Bill Dusenbury made 
a motion to approve the 2009 Budget. Chuck Ansell 
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seconded the motion and the motion was unanimously 
accepted. 

·  David Rhea is the Treasurer of the Central Florida Chapter, 
NRHS, so dully elected at the Annual Banquet. 

 
Assistant Treasurer – Jerry Honetor 

·  Nothing to report. 
 
Vice President of Membership & Programs Report – Thomas East 

·  Membership status: 34 members renewed and 19 members 
not renewed. 

·  Thomas East talked to the Board of Directors about forming 
a committee to work on arranging field trips for the Chapter. 
The following members will serve on the Field Trip 
Committee: Chuck Ansell, Thomas East, Jerry Honetor, and 
Clarence Hurt. 

·  Upcoming trips include a possible return visit to the Big 
Boots & Western and to the Ridge Live Steamers. 

·  Tonight’s program will be presented by Chapter member Bill 
Cogswell. 

 
Technology Committee – Thomas East 

·  Thomas East reported that Chapter member Jeff Dearman 
had purchased a used computer from IBM for the Chapter. 

 
Library Committee – Jerry Honetor 

·  Working on a complete list of the Trains Magazines from the 
collection of John Rapalje. John Rapalje had done an entire 
index on the set through 1990. 

·  Ken Murdock presented the book “When Steam Ran the 
Clinchfield” to the library. 

 
Vice President of Education Report – Irv Lipscomb 

·  The following Chapter members will serve on the Education 
Committee: Chuck Ansell and Clarence Hurt. 

·  The Museum Host list is set for January 2009. 
 
Museum Curator’s Report – Ken Murdock 

·  Chapter member Lloyd Brown’s nephew donated a ticket for 
two to ride the entire line of the South Carolina Railroad circa 
1873. 

·  Ask for volunteers to help work the Chapter’s tables at the 
Tavares Train Festival on January 17, 2009. 

·  Reported that several Chapter members attended the 
January 2009 meeting of the Florida East Coast, NRHS. The 
program for the evening was on Union Cypress. 

 
Secretary’s Report – Bill Dusenbury 

·  Nothing to report. 
 
Assistant Secretary’s Report – Clarence Hurt 

·  Reported that Phil Cross, Lloyd Brown, and he have been 
working on the Chapter’s Constitution and By-Laws. He 
reviewed the changes and additions including the addition of 
a mission statement. 

·  Al Pfeiffer made a motion to accept the changes to the 
Constitution and By-Laws as amended. Chuck Ansell 
seconded the motion and the motion was unanimously 
accepted. 

 
Website Master’s Report – Jeff Dearman 

·  Reported that he has the information to merge the Winter 
Garden Heritage Foundation and the Central Florida Railroad 
Museum/Chapter’s website. 

 
National Director’s Report – Chuck Ansell 

·  Informed the Chapter members about being able to purchase 
a national shirt with our emblem embroidered on the back. 

The shirt would cost members $39.95 less 20% and then 
$20.00 for the embroidery. 

·  Reported that the ACL 1504 in Jacksonville, FL is going to be 
moved. He asked the Chapter members for input. 

·  The Chapter has been asked again to host a National Board 
of Directors Meeting. No one wants to talk about the plans 
until we have a date set. President Phil Cross stated that the 
Board of Directors is waiting on a report from the committee 
that was formed. 

 
Historian Report – Phil Cross 

·  He will be issuing a list of the remaining “FLATWHEELS” 
needed. The list is getting shorter. 

·  Continuing to update the Chapter Activities Report 
documents as time permits. 

·  T&G DVD – all films have been converted. The next project is 
to organize, narrate, and provide the captions. 

·  Received photographs from Billy Hall, the grandson of Gus 
hall, of the South Lake Packing House. 

 
President’s Report – Phil Cross 

·  President Cross asks for a motion to approve the CFC-NRHS 
Goals Document. Thomas East made a motion to approve 
the CFC-NRHS Goals Document. The motion was seconded 
by Chuck Ansell and was unanimously accepted. 

·  The following Chapter members were appointed to the 
Sprinkler System Committee: Chuck Ansell, Phil Cross, 
Clarence Hurt, Irv Lipscomb, Ken Murdock, and David Rhea. 

·  The Southeast Chapter of NARCOA will be operating on the 
Florida Central, Florida Midland, and Florida Northern 
Railroads on March 13-15, 2009. The Chapter has been 
asked about a breakfast as we did last year. Irv Lipscomb 
suggested coffee and donuts. Al Sharp mentioned using the 
catering business we used last year. The majority of the 
members preferred providing a full breakfast. Chuck Ansell 
made a motion to allow Irv Lipscomb to spend the money to 
provide breakfast for a price. Bill Dusenbury seconded the 
motion and the motion was accepted unanimously. Clarence 
Hurt asks about having the Dot’s and Dashes – he will try and 
contact them. 

·  The Bloom & Grow Festival will be held on April 18-19, 2009. 
We will need extra museum hosts for both days. Phil Cross 
asks if we were interested in sponsoring a “Trackless Train” 
ride again this year. We would need a volunteer to contact 
the train. Chuck Ansell volunteered to contact the train. 

·  Annual WGHF Museums Board Golf Tournament – Monday, 
May 11, 2009 at the West Orange Country Club. The Golf 
Tournament Committee would greatly appreciate any 
volunteers from the CFC-NRHS for the day of the 
tournament. Profits from the tournament will help support all 
three museums. 

·  February 2009 Meeting – Will be appointing members to 
various committees. 

·  The WGHF History Center appears to be slated to move to 
the old fire station complex when the Recreation Department 
moves out to the former Dillard Street School Complex in late 
2009 or early 2010. 

·  Annual Chapter Report for the NRHS – the CFRM had 5,513 
visitors and 1,918.5 hours donated. The Annual Activities 
Report was submitted to National on January 7, 2009. 

·  Inland Lakes Railway update from Neil Bagaus – Talked 
about the Train Festival on January 17, 2009. 

 
Items from the Membership: 

·  The Chapter received a letter from Annette Lapkowski, 
State Coordinator for Florida Operation Lifesaver, thanking 
the Chapter for our generous donation. 
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·  Frank Rogers from Silver City, NM sent a letter thanking 
the Chapter for the courtesies shown to his son-in-law and 
himself during their visit in December 2008. 

·  Lloyd Brown – recognized the National Vice President 
Public Relations Jerry Hardwich. 

·  Orange County has acquired the land for the Florida 
Midland turntable in Apopka, FL. 

·  Bob Montgomery has a number of boxes of model railroad 
material including a sound system that he would like to 
donate to the Chapter. He would like a couple of members 
to look at the material. Several members will arrange to 
look at the material on January 24, 2009 during the work 
session. 

 
The refreshments for tonight’s Meeting were provided by Jerry 
Honetor. 
 
Chuck Ansell made a motion that the Meeting be adjourned. Thomas 
East seconded the motion and the motion was accepted unanimously. 
The meeting was adjourned at 08:42pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
William C. Dusenbury 
Secretary  
 

Flatwheel  
Delivery of the Flatwheel by email in PDF format is available. If you 
wish to signup, please send me an email or talk to me at the meeting. 
 
I’m always looking for reader articles and photos. Did you do any rail 
fanning on your vacation? Tell us about it! When giving me photos 
etc., please put you name on them so I can return them promptly. 
 

 
Other RR News 

 
New Efficient Method of Carrying Autos? 

 

 
 
Railroads are always looking for new ways to increase the amount of 
freight they carry and improving fuel efficiency.  However the above 
picture is not one of these ideas. 
 
The above picture is the aftermath of a collision between a BNSF 
freight and an auto carrier tractor trailer on January 30th in Kent WA. 
Nobody was hurt in the accident but the score is TRAIN = 1, TRUCK = 
0 with bonus point to the train for hooking an auto on it’s nose like a 
souvenir.  
 

WHEN TRAINS RAN FROM WILDWOOD 
TO ORLANDO AND LAKE CHARM  

By Ken Murdock 
 

Construction on the line from Wildwood to Orlando didn’t begin in 
either of these two cities as one may logically think. It actually began in 
Tavares in 1882 and the builder was the Tavares, Orlando & Atlantic 
Railroad Company (TO&A). The 32 mile line reached Orlando in 1884 
and was constructed to 5’-0” gauge, the standard of the south at that 
time. Their grandiose plans to build to the Atlantic coast never 
materialized. 
 

 
SAL ALCO S4 and RS3 at Amelia St Depot - 1957 

 
The 3’-0” gauge St. Johns & Lake Eustis Railway Company (StJ&LE) 
had already reached Eustis from Astor, on the St. Johns River, in 1880 
and then was extended on to Tavares and Lane Park in 1882-83. This 
area was already an established hub of commerce, prior to the 
railroads arriving, due a good river route to the north via the 
Ocklawaha. There was an abundance of agricultural, cattle and lumber 
goods produced that depended on a good transportation system to 
reach northern markets. River and lake steamboats were providing this 
service but they were rather slow as compared to the railroads that 
were beginning to arrive. 
 
The TO&A needed to build south out of Tavares around the west side 
of Lake Dora. The StJ&LE already had tracks in this location to reach 
Lane Park on Lake Harris. The TO&A approached the StJ&LE with an 
offer to share the right-of-way for about a mile and made a deal with 
them that they couldn’t refuse. They offered to replace the narrow 
gauge ties with standard gauge ties and run their 5’-0” gauge rails on 
the outside of the StJ&E’s 3’-0” gauge rails, making a 4 rail dual gauge 
arrangement. Thus only one bridge was required over the Dora Canal. 
To sweeten the pot, the TO&A agreed to fully maintain this section of 
the line. This was accepted and the arrangement lasted until 1896 
when the 3’-0” gauge track was changed to standard gauge when the 
Plant System took over the StJ&LE. Then the arrangement was 
changed to a 4 rail gauntlet track which lasted until the Lane Park line 
was abandoned by the ACL. 
 
On the south end of the TO&A, Orlando was also becoming 
established as a commerce hub. The 3’-0” gauge South Florida 
Railroad (SFRR) had arrived in Orlando in 1880 from Sanford. For a 
brief period of time, both the StJ&LE and the SFRR were land 
extensions of the St. Johns River steamboat lines, extending their 
services to the interior of the state from Jacksonville and northern 
markets. Soon the rail lines would reach the interior from Jacksonville, 
by-passing the riverboats, thus severely crippling their business. The 
riverboats continued on the St. Johns River well into the 1930s by 
offering lower rates than the railroads for those customers whose 
products weren’t time sensitive. 
 



 4 

The next segment to be constructed was the line from Wildwood to 
Leesburg in 1884. This 11 mile segment was constructed 5’-0” gauge 
by the Leesburg & Indian River Railroad Company. This segment was 
immediately consolidated into the Florida Railway & Navigation 
Company (FR&NC), which had already reached Wildwood from Ocala 
in 1882 from Fernandina.    
 

 
SAL ALCO RS3 #1673 & RSC2 #1526 crossing Amelia St Orlando  

-1957 
 
The last segment from Leesburg to Tavares was constructed by the 
FR&NC in 1885. This 10 mile line was also constructed to 5’-0” gauge. 
Thus the line from Wildwood to Tavares was now connected all the 
way to Jacksonville and Fernandina with tracks of a single gauge, all 
owned by one company.  
 
The TO&A was never profitable and soon went into bankruptcy and 
was operated by a receiver. Unable to become profitable, it was sold 
by a court ordered auction in 1891. The successor to the FR&NC, The 
Florida Central & Peninsular Railroad Company (TFC&P), was the 
successful bidder. At last, the entire 53 mile line from Wildwood to 
Orlando was owned by a single railroad. The 5’-0” gauge lines were 
re-gauged to 4’-8 1/2” between 1886 and 1887. 
 
Meanwhile another rail line, the Orlando & Winter Park Railroad was 
constructed to 4’-8 1/2” gauge, 6 miles from 1886 to 1889 to connect 
the two named towns. Under the name Osceola & Lake Jesup Railway 
Company, this line was extended an additional 10 miles to Oviedo 
from 1889 to 1890. The two lines were then merged into the East 
Florida & Atlantic Railroad. The FC&P, seeing an opportunity to tap the 
rich agricultural area of Oviedo, already served by the Plant System, 
leased the East Florida & Atlantic in 1891 and fully merged it into their 
system in 1893. 
 
This branch line from Wildwood was now 69 miles long and tapped 
into some very lucrative areas that provided an abundance of 
agricultural, lumber and cattle customers. The TFC&P had its share of 
financial difficulties as well was and reorganized as Florida Central & 
Peninsular Railroad Company (FC&P) (“The” omitted from name) in 
1893. The line was extended an additional 2 miles from Oviedo to 
Lake Charm between 1893 and 1894. This area was well known for its 
celery production. 
 
In 1900 the entire FC&P system came under the control of the 
Seaboard Air Line Railway. In 1903 it was fully merged into the 
Seaboard. Now 71 miles long, the branch continued to serve the 
Seaboard until its merger with the Atlantic Coast Line in 1967. After 
the merger segments were gradually abandoned because they were 
redundant. Today, only the original 32 miles the Tavares, Orlando & 
Atlantic remains in service and is operated by the Florida Central 
Railroad.   
 

In 1887 the TO&A operated three south bound and three north bound 
trains between Tavares and Orlando. Trains 2 and 4 were daily 
passenger trains with train 4 also carrying mail and express. The third 
train was a freight which had passenger accommodations and ran 
daily except Sunday. There were 10 stations between Tavares and 
Orlando and most required a signal to stop except where connections 
were made. Connections in Tavares were made with the FR&NC for 
Ocala and Jacksonville, the Jacksonville, Tampa & Key West for 
Sanford, Palatka and Jacksonville, and the Florida Southern Railway 
for Eustis, Astor, Leesburg and Palatka. Connections were made in 
Apopka with the Florida Midland Railroad for Longwood and Ocoee, 
and in Orlando with the South Florida Railroad for Kissimmee, Tampa 
and Sanford. The 1887 timetable shows a station at Toronto but 
doesn’t show a connection with the Orange Belt. This connection 
probably existed since the Orange Belt reached Toronto in 1885 and 
their timetable also shows a station stop there.  
 

 
SAL Baldwin RS12 #1471 Amelia St depot - 1957 

 
By 1891 the FC&P owned the entire line from Wildwood to Orlando 
and the train frequency had been reduced to two trains per day each 
way. Trains 3 and 7 were south bounds and trains 4 and 8 were north 
bounds. There were 11 stations between Wildwood and Orlando with 
Leesburg, Eldorado and Tavares being connecting points. Eldorado 
made connections with lake steamers. Fernandina was mile post 1 on 
the FC&P, with Wildwood being MP 156 and Orlando being MP 210. 
 
By 1893 the FC&P had revised their divisions and mile posts. 
Wildwood to Orlando was now in the Southern Division and Wildwood 
was MP 0 and Orlando was MP 53. Two trains daily each way were 
still being operated. It was during this period that the FC&P leased the 
East Florida and Atlantic Railroad from Orlando to Oviedo. They 
operated 2 trains daily each way with train numbers 37 and 47 from 
Orlando (timetable south) and train numbers 38 and 42 from Oviedo 
(timetable north).  
 
By 1900 the Seaboard Air Line, being a majority stockholder, had 
taken control of the FC&P and in 1903 it was fully merged into their 
system. The Wildwood to Lake Charm branch, via Orlando, continued 
to operate about the same for a number of years after the merger. In 
1916 and 1919 two trains daily continued to operate between 
Wildwood and Orlando. Trains 301 and 303 were south bound and 
trains 302 and 304 were north bound. However, the line from Orlando 
to Oviedo had been reduced to one daily train each way except 
Sunday.  Connecting stations included Eldorado with the lake 
steamers and Leesburg, Tavares, Apopka, Toronto, Orlando, Oviedo 
and Lake Charm with the ACL. The great variety of railroads that once 
made connections in earlier years had now been reduced to only one, 
the ACL. 
 
By 1941 passenger service had been significantly reduced. Only one 
train daily each way with #607 being south bound and #608 being 
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north bound. They were operated as a mixed train which consisted of 
a heavy weight combine in the end of the freight train. The combine 
terminated in Orlando with passenger service no longer being offered 
to Oviedo and Lake Charm. Freight service continued Oviedo and 
Lake Charm with one round trip daily except Sunday train.  
 

 
SAL ALCOs RSC2 #1523 & RS3 #1673 Amelia St depot Or lando - 

1957 
 
There were 15 stations shown between Wildwood and Orlando. One 
interesting station was listed as “Eustis Transfer” which made 
connections with lake steamers of the Lake Transfer Company to and 
from Eustis. This was at a different mile post than that of Eldorado 
which no longer existed. Wildwood, Leesburg, and Orlando were listed 
as having automobile loading and unloading facilities available. 
Wildwood, Leesburg, Tavares, Zellwood, Plymouth, Apopka and 
Orlando were listed as telegraph stations. The mixed train continued to 
operate on this branch until 1955 when the historic SAL depot (built by 
FC&P) in Orlando was demolished to make way for a city parking lot. 
The replacement depot on West Amelia Street was built for freight only 
business. This depot still exists but was sold to a private party 
sometime after the ACL SAL merger in 1967. 
 
I grew up in the College Park section of Orlando, four blocks from the 
SAL Modello Yard. Modello, along U.S. highway 441, is much smaller 
now and is used by the Florida Central. I could hear the Alco road 
switchers working the yard from my home and would often go over to 
watch them. I sometimes would ride my bike to the SAL depot on W. 
Amelia Street on weekends to see what power was lying over. The 
power included Alco RSC2’s, RS2’s, RS3’s, S4’s, Baldwin RS12’s and 
DS4-4-1000’s.The 6 wheel truck RSC2’s had been modified to 4 wheel 
trucks by removing the center set of wheels. I never did see an EMD 
product on the SAL in Orlando. I will never forget the beautiful sound 
of those Alcos. 
 

New Intermodal Yard in Titusville 
 

Norfolk Southern Railway announced yesterday it will open a new 
intermodal terminal on the Florida East Coast Railway in Titusville, 
Fla., Feb. 16. NS also has established a new, faster route for 
intermodal traffic between Chicago and Jacksonville and Miami, Fla., 
improving service by a full day. 
 
The new terminal will be located near the Orlando and Tampa markets 
via the Bee-Line Expressway. The new Chicago-Florida train will 
improve service by a full day versus existing schedules.  
 
Chicago-Miami service will improve from 4th morning to 3rd morning 
availability, and Chicago-Jacksonville service will improve from 3rd 
morning to 2nd afternoon availability. The new train will depart 
Chicago from Norfolk Southern's 63rd Street terminal. 

 
This service begins Feb. 9, and traffic from Chicago to the new 
Titusville terminal will also use this train. 
 

Seats are scarce on Amtrak's Empire Builder 
by Dan Olson, Minnesota Public Radio 

December 22, 2008 
St. Paul, Minn. — If the train is full the solution, it seems, would be to 
hook on a couple more cars. Chicago-based Amtrak spokesman Marc 
Magliari says it's not that simple. 

"We have not had a significant increase in fleet size since the 
'90's. There simply aren't enough cars to meet all the demands all the 
time," he says 

The beginning of the end of the nation's once mighty 
passenger rail service can be traced to lots of events including railroad 
deregulation in l980.  

That's when the nation's railroads won the right from 
Congress to keep and expand their lucrative freight hauling business 
and to jettison their money losing passenger rail business. 

The job of hauling people fell to Amtrak, a quasi-public 
corporation created by Congress 38 years ago. Amtrak was given 
what some transportation experts consider an impossible mission not 
duplicated anywhere else in the world; carry passengers while 
weaning itself from government subsidy. 

The government subsidies continue, and in an effort to 
contain costs Amtrak has whittled itself down to a skeletal service in 
many parts of the country. 

Still, Amtrak refuses to die, fueled in large measure by 
demand from customers who by necessity or choice want to ride the 
rails. Amtrak ridership has been rising the past six years. Amtrak 
officials say if it were an airline it would rank 8th in passengers carried. 
 
All Aboard 
No Amtrak line is more popular than the venerable Empire Builder. 
Named after the St. Paul rail magnate James J. Hill, founder of the 
Great Northern railroad, the Empire Builder carries passengers from 
Chicago to the West Coast. 

"The Empire Builder is our single most popular overnight 
train. Of all our trains in the system that op- 
erate over significant distances the Empire Builder is number one with 
upwards of 500,000 passengers on it," he says. 

Passenger rail appears to be entering a new era. Proposals 
are sprouting all over the country for restoration of trains. 

Congress seems to be paying attention. An Amtrak bill 
passed in the U.S. House last year authorizes $680 million a year for 
the next five years. The money, if approved by Congress and the 
President funds high speed rail and inter-city rail projects. 

Rep. James Oberstar, chair of the House Transportation 
Committee, wants the two national programs 
to help build a system that uses Chicago as a regional rail hub for lines 
including service to Minnesota. More than money is needed though. 

A batch of arcane rules put rail at a disadvantage over road 
building need to be repealed, according to Rick Harnish, the executive 
director of the Chicago-based Midwest High Speed Rail Association. 

Harnish says road builders are in a better position to take 
advantage of the stimulus money Congress and President-elect 
Obama are proposing. The reason is rail builders are prohibited from 
planning unless there's actually money for the project, he says. 

"There are no railroad projects ready to go because nobody's 
been allowed to do the planning. But on the highway side there's all 
kinds of projects ready to go just because they're allowed to do the 
planning," he says. 

There's another challenge. The freight rail companies, not 
Amtrak, own most of the track passenger rail 
trains use. Any attempt by Amtrak to respond to rising ridership 
demand requires not only more money for more cars and locomotives 
and but also more money to buy time on track owned by the freight 
companies. From Alabama Gulf Chapter NRHS 
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The Museum:  is located in downtown 
Winter Garden at 101 South Boyd Street, 
Winter Garden, FL     34787 
 
It is open to visitors on Daily 1-5 PM , 
excluding holidays, or by special 
arrangements. 
 

THE FLATWHEEL 
1354 Foxfire Drive 
Apopka, FL  32712 
 
February 2009 

The Central Florida Chapter  of the NRHS 
meets on the 2nd Monday of each month at 7:30 
PM at the museum location. Guests and visitors 
are encouraged to attend. The executive board 
meets at 6:30 PM of the same evening unless 
otherwise announced. 
 
Club correspondence and other materials for the 
club should be sent to: 
 
CFC-NRHS 
PO Box 770567 
Winter Garden, FL 34777-0567 
 
Web page: http://www.cfcnrhs.org 
 
Flatwheel-  Material for the Flatwheel (including 
exchange newsletters) should be sent to: 
 
The Flatwheel 
Kim Fallon, Editor 
1354 Foxfire Drive 
Apopka, FL 32712 
407-884-5342 (home) 
 
Email: WB2GRX@cfl.rr.com 
 


